138.   HOPES HELD OUT
Bardoli has held out great hopes. May God grant the people
of Bardoli courage and good sense! Just as a pledge was taken in the
masjid in Pretoria in South Africa,1 just as this was done at Muza-
ffarpur for Champaran,2 just as the mill-hands of Ahmedabad took
a pledge under a tree on the river-bank,3 just as the Patidars of
Kheda took a pledge at Nadiad,4 so the representatives of the
Patidars of Bardoli took a pledge under a tree and they and
others did so once again in the Conference pandaL
In the same way as the previous pledges were fulfilled some-
how, will not God help us to fulfil this one too? Some will fall
and others will take their place; in the end, however, will not our
hopes be fulfilled? Truth always wins, and it is the divine law
that, as long as there is even one person prepared to lay down his
life to vindicate truth because it is truth, so long is the victory of
truth certain even though crores may be ranged against it. This
law admits of no exception.
But then, have I made a mistake in trusting Bardoli ? I go on
making mistakes and every time God rectifies them. People deceive
me a thousand times; even so, how can I distrust them? As long
as I see the slightest excuse for trusting people, I will certainly
trust them. It is foolish to continue trusting after one has had
definite ground for not trusting. But to distrust a person on mere
suspicion is arrogance and betrays lack of faith in God. It is
faith that keeps the world going.
If I knew that certain people always deceived me and yet
I went on trusting them, there would be no limit to my foolish-
ness. The people of Bardoli have been so frank with me that I
felt it a sin to distrust them. I was sceptical when I sat down for
discussion with their representatives, but they inspired trust in me*
The people of Bardoli are simple-minded and trustful; they
do not care for comforts. They are neither very rich nor very poor;
they are not violent, nor are they cowards. They are not quarrel-
some but affectionate. There are no serious disputes among them.
They have maintained cordial relations with the officials. Since
they have no local grievances, their request to be allowed to fight
1  Vide Vol. V.
2 ride Vol. XIIL
Vol. XIV.